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A Guide to Movie’s
Many Location Sites

Here's how the ‘Chinatown’ production crew
made '70s L.A. look just like 30s L.A.

geles' Chinatown is more

of a medaphor than a place,
until the end of the movie,
when it becomes an all-too-
real boscation.

“Chinatown |5 a pretty good
mewaphor for the fucility of
good inentions,” says the
film's screenwriter, Robert
Towne, “[Police officers in the
filra] are wold o do as Eole as
possible in Chinatown in the
way af law enforcement be-
cause you never know whether
you'ne helping to avert a crime
or helping to commit one.”’

In Towne's ariginal scripd,
ng scenes were sot In China-
town, But by the third draft of
the sereenplay, Towne and di-
rector Roman Polanski did set
the final sequence in the ares,
evien a3 they disagresd on
what action should take PLWH-‘
there,

“Chinatown couldn't mor be
in the picture,” says produc-
tion designer Richard Sylbert,
who chose the lecations for
the film.

Despite  their many dis-

meenis durlng the writing
gg the Alm, Towme and Polan-
skl did agree on the [mpor-
tance of LA as a sening in
what has become the quhnbes-

In “Chinatown,”” Lot An-

Jack Nicholson and Faye Duna-
way storred in “Chinatown.™

senitlal Los Angeles movie.

“Robert Towne had this
thing about Los Angeles, abour
the history of the city, and
thar's whar makes it 50 pro-
found,” Polanski says. “With-
aart that, you would just have
another detective thing.'

And Towne recalls "Roman
repeatedly stressed the wis-
dom of repeating locations. In
ather wards, if youve got one
scene in the depanment of
waker and power, make sung

Plaass sed Locations, Page 14
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Continued from Page &
you've gol two. I orlents
an awdience”

It was Sylbert's job 10
make that shared vislon a
recality, finding locations
that would represent a se-
d|_|c-|_|u|:l':.' wrbane wizion of
the city and the county,
circa 1939, "This is & Las
Angeles movie, not a
Hollywood movie,” he
AVE,

Here Sylbenn gives Cal-
endar Weeskend readers a
tour of “Chinatown's"
memorable  locations.
(Mumbers correspond o
the map on Page 14.1

1. ldn Sessions’ Apart-
el

Toward the end of the
film., the body of the mr-
dered 1da Sessions s
ghawn in her apanment—
at 848 E. Kensinglon 54
{in real life and the
moviel—sprawled on the
Noos with a apilled bag of
Eroceries. Spssions—

played by Diane Ladd—
wis the SAG member who
pausl:d hersell ofl as Eve-
lyn Mulwray to Gitles al
the beginning of the film.

In real life: Set in a hilly
Echo Park neighborhood
south of Sunset Bowlevard,
the dpartment house,
painted light green now as
ihiem, is split in hall by a
central bungilow-corridar,
just like in the Mm. Ida’s
place is in the back. now
pml:{-ctw,l by & SCréen Se-
curity door.

Hear Hame is wherne one of
the most breasthiaking car
escapes in the Alm takes
place. Gittes wvisits the

home's elderly residentis—
whose names are being
used withowt their knowl-
edge in a land-laundering
scam—and ends up fight-
ing thug Claude Mulvibhill,
a former Ventura County

sheriff, Bvelyn Bulwray
saves theoday, swinging
her car arounsd the famous
semicircular  driveway,
picking up Gittes and -
ing away asgunfire eoupts.

In real lifezs"The inn is
H{'l;uu.ll:r' the Easterm Star
Home [(ADT25 Sunsat

Blvel.), near & commercial
&lrip in Brentwood at Bar-

Sylbert: 1t was picked [

because it was completely
symmetrical and had a
long marrow passage in the
middle of . so0 thar you
looked at it and said,
“There can't be any ptﬂb-
lem here” But once you
ROt into that marrew corri-
dor, the opposite hap-
pn:n.l:-d. because narrow
eorridors produce anxiety.
And then, of course, you
get to the door and the
ﬂm is broken.

2. The Mar Vista Inn

The Mar Vista Inn and Richard Sylbert revisits Kensington Strect apartments,

rington, and s immedi-

ately recognizable from
the flme. One can steoll
plong the famous driveway
(amd imagine gunmen
coming up the walk) and
climb the stairs o the en-
trence where Gittes bat-
tered Mulvihill's skull.

Sylbert: Every important
building in this movie had
e be white and Spanish
and had to be above
Gites' eye level. And be-
cause it's above his oye
lewel. it's autematically
harder for him to go thene
visuplly. And he's o detec-
tive. And uphill 1s where
hie's going.

3. Noah Crosa” Estate

Gittes has lunch here
with Cross, who fells Gittes
to ' just find the girl."

In real lfe: Cross’ house
i= actually the mountain-
top William Wrigley estate
and horse farm on Cata-
lira 1sland.

Sylbert: When Glttes gor
off the boat, he walked on
to that wonderful dock
where you can see the

Avalon ballroom In the
background. And we cut 1o
the Wrigley Ranch.

4. Echo Park Lake

Gittes  and  associate
Dully spot Hollis Mubyry
with his “girlfriend’” at the
nofth end of Echo Park
Lake. Aboard a boat, Girtes
surreptitiously  photo-
graphs Mulwray in a
nearby canoe,

In real life: Echo Park
Lake looks woday exactly as
it did 25 years ago. [fs
trademark bridge, visible
in the [lm. |5 now creaky
and rexd, leading to a damp
island Full of pigeons and
palms. Located south of
Sunset and north of the
101, it also sports & boat
station that rents  ouwt
pedal-boais by the howr.

Sylbert: The lake Is the
perfect locatbon if vou're
dadng 1839 and you're af-
ter something that says
“California® so  clearly,
which that does, with the
littke bridge in it and the
palm  trees all around.
When start & movie
lke this, you begin to
umdersiand that you have
i g o the odd pan of
town. And that's why [
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came up with Echo Park, and
that’s why Ida Sesslon's house
ended up in that area, 1o,

5. Clty Hall

Near the beginning of the film,
Gines spies on Hollls Mulwray at a
public meeting at LA, City Hall in
which Mulwray states his opposi-
tion 1o the building of a risky dam
project, Meanwhile, valley farmers,
irate over having their land dried
up by illegal water diversion, pro=
test by bringing sheep into the
mesling.

In real life: The LA, Cigy Hall,
which opened in 1928 and s now
being removated, is located down-
own on Spring Street south of
Temple.

Sylbert: The mesting was shot in
the charber ar LA, City Hall, Al 1
did was put a huge plcture of
Eoosevelt on the wall,

6. The Fig 'n° Whistle

The Fig 'n° Whisle restaurant
appears in the film as the back-
drop for an argument between
Croad and Hollis Mulwray, cap-
tured in clandestine photographs
bj-"l"i"-l].l!-!‘t,.ﬂi.llﬂ' associate,

In ﬁ?ﬁ: The ime down-
oW LIFE Wik gone
the tme “Chinatown®™ was mrf:y
Filmmakers used the Pacific Din-
ing Car restaurant (1310 W. Gth
SL.), at Witmar Street and 6ih, just
west of downtown LA, The pestau-
rant was badlt in 1921, In the hey-
day of the Mulwrays.

Sylbert: The real restaurant was

the ciny's cldest restaurant, it was
near City Hall and it was the most
popular. It was the obvious place
for these guys o meet. It was the
place,

7. The Brown Derby -

After Hollis Mulwray is mur-
dered, Gittes and Evelyn Mulwray
meet over lunch &t this swank res.
taurant. Gires spends most of the
meeling being unjustifiably suspd-
cious of Evelym.

In real life: The ariginal Hrown
Derby, representing the elegance
of old LA, is now gone. In i place
12 a commercial strip called the
Brovm Derby Plaza (and a vacan
space whene the acrual Derby used
0 be) on the 3400 block of Wil-
shire, #cross from the old- Ambas-

&, El Macondo Aparimenis
El Maconds is the so-called
flove nest’”

im which Gittes finds Hollis Mul-
wray with a mysterious young
woman (actually Katherine). Gines
climbs onto the red-tile roof and
shoold photos of the two in the
courtyand below, (Polanski says he
wanted o show the courtyard
scene upside down, in the reflec-
tion of the camera lens, but the
kdea was nixed.)

In real life: The apariment
building is mow called M1 Casa, at
1400-1414 Havenhurst Drive, be-
ween Sunset and Fountain. The
stylish two- and four-spory Spanish

Please soo Locations, Page 18 l
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Continuad from Page 15
struciure is on the National Regls-
ter of Historle Places.

Sylbert: | named it Bl Macondo
after the name of & city in a Ga-
briel Marguez novel, It was per-
fecr. 1t was Spandsh, it was white,
and we could get 1o the roof tiles
and shootf down into the Bourt-
yard,

B, Evelyn Mulwray's House .

This is Ewvelyn's house—at the
nonexistent 1412 Adeladde Drive—
where Gimes discovers a telliale
piece of evidence in the backyard
galtwater pond. In a later scene
here, he's forced to sumender the
evidence 1o Mulvihill,

In real Life: The house is in Pasa-
dena, off California Avenue and
near the Huntington musewm,
though sources can’t recall its pre-
cis-:addm%m @ R

Sylberts use was an aban-
doned wreck before B was oom-
pletely renovated and redesigned by

the “Chinatown™ crew, who even
pat En the pond, I you watch the
scene carefully, you'll notice that
when you're in the b . VO
cannol see nearty bulldings. Be-
cause in 1939, the whole imsge 1
wis after was that there was nothing
oul there. | chose the place because
one can s inoa smalght line from
the haclyurd through the house 1o
the front entrance. At the end of the
maovie, when Gires s waiting for
Moah Cross, he's sanding at thas
back doorway and you can see the
car with Cross pull up af the front
door [The practice of shooting ac-
thon in ome room theowgh the action
in another room is virually a Polan-
ski rademark.|

10, The Dak Pass Reservoir

The Oak Pass B where Hollis
Mulwray i found dead and where
Gittes has his nose sliced by a thug
plaved by Polanskd,

In real life: The location's real
name s the Sione Canyon Heser-
viair, one of the major reservoirs
near the LA. basin. It's in the
Santa Monica Mountains alsove
Bel-Ajr and close to Benedict Can-
yon [not far from whene Polanski's
wifiy, Sharon Tate, was murdered
by the Manson family].

Sylbert: The slulce that the body
was In when they pulled Hellis
up—thai's there, 100,

11. Point Fermin Park

Early in the movie, Gittes Follows
Hollis Mulwray 10 Point Fermin
and watches him walk down a

.

bluff o the Pacific, where fesh
water |5 being durmped in the mid.
dle of a drought. Gittes lounges in
4 suit an the bluff ai twilight with a
lighthouse in the distance. This is
also where Glites puts stopwatches
beneath the wheels of Haollis Mul.
wray's car in a cul-de-sac,

In real life: This ks Polnt Fermdn,
& public park on the eoast af San
Fedro,

Erﬂﬂ.'lt I mace a cutout of a
lighthowse abowt 25 feet high, .
It was a quarier-mile away fmm
the camera 50 you could make it
look like a lighthouse.: The real
Point Fermin Hghthouse was not in
operation an the time.

12, Chinotown

In the Alm's Last sequence—ihe
only one set in Chinatown—Evelyn
is shat to death by Dedective Loach
and Katherine is whisked away
Noah Cross, in front of Khan's
apartment i the screen address
1712 Alameda.

In real life: [1 wasn't anywhers
near Alameda, but was in fact on
the west side of Nornth Spring
Street in Chinatown, just south of
Crd Street.

Sylbert: It was 8 namow linde
sirert—the only area of Chinatown
that could be photographed easily.

gdemhw amsl:v.;ﬁ-h;nm It
mﬁnhing.l o do nothing
except block out a modem garage.

—PAUL IORIO
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