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ROEERT SIODMAK DIRECTS HELENA CARTER IN HER SCEEEN TEST HE SNEEES AT HER ACTING IN A SCENE FEOM “TIME OUT OF MIND™
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RENEARSING A BCENE, SI0DMAK INSTEUCTS ACTORS BY INDULGING IN HALF-SERIOUS MUGGING AS HE REACTS TO THEIR FERFORMANCES
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R Ty sent money to Mrs, Siodmak’s parents in Germany in
klition 10 supgorting themselves,
Not until one Saturday in the spring of 1941 did Siodmak get a
rak. He was promiesd that a job at Paramount would matenalize
or hims on Monday monu'ug.ﬂul when he arrived, bustling with an.
icipation, his benefartor, 27 YEArs & COmpany hi.;:hl:ll!. Lowsked ke
man recently in the hands of embalmers, “I'm terribly sorey,”
i heard him say, "lat I can't hire you. U oat of & job my-
* selfl.” That was the day when B, G, De Sylva took over Parnmount's
mducl:inn reins from William Le Baron amd began a shake-up of sia-
'ng?lnnml. In the face of this catastrophe Siodmak could only
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perboper can often find himself a chair before the musie staps. Imme-
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who was then one of Faramount’s [air-laired |Hr}=--. amil Emw: L1
wlk fast, Sqo was amused by the gnomelike man with the Ger-
accent who confronted him, He listened 1o Siodmak’s mpilur.
pus descriptions of movies thit he, Sturges, had never heard of
nd then telephoned Honry Ginsberg, De Sylva's studio manager.
Henry,” said Sturges, "'ve got & greal European director here,
Varmers’ and Metro are hot on his irsil, bast if yono act (st 1 thiok
o can grab him.” Ginsberg asked if Sturges was willing 10 feeom-
] hien. Sturges said glikdy thet be had known Siedmak far 15
« hall za1 ~|H-||Lmur.|lr
eral otler nice things, Within an hour Sioedmak bhad signed &
o Aract.
It i symbalic of the Wioey which oceasionally afflicss Hally-
pedl that Siodmak, an immigrant from Germany who had spocisl-
el in directing heavy drama, was first put 1o work on an elephan.
jinely comic Paramount Bpicture called WFest Pomr 3 sdene, He was
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Wisted 1o explain but registered surprise when Siodmak submiscive.
rearranged his camera. ©Y ou'ro aboot the only imported genus
| e £9er mick 1||.]||;| 1|.||'-|. 1-h.1. s'R | ||| Ientined the |-:'u||.I &r.
“You'll do all Til_.l,Jl'I here.” Tl don' Argue, s vl the penius, “he-
(e EEEg ! &nn.i cane. Fn",g |I|i_'|_|j I |_-\.||.: :_'\-l.l-cl I :|;i| tir be known as a
Seodmak picture. It will only be known as a Paramouny pictiee,”
Swndmak was |,|:|1|||:,'||-|'|:|.' -|r-c|'r||:r|i by Paramsouni, went to Hith
Century-Fox, was dropped there and ended wp at Universal, where
jua.n }flrrinl_uul afce Allped Hitcheook's chiel asuastant, had be-
ko & producer. She knew his European pepatation and got him
fo ahirecl her Gret venture, Phasies Ladyv, 2 lowdbodgel thriller
with Franchot Tome and Ella Baines, which made a hii with the
writnes and qui1-_— a bt of money a2 well. Climbang .-:-'.l-'.l!:- apwa rid,
i odmak directed Charles Lauebiton an T ."w-_,---.-r. aniher Harri-
on piciure called The Sramge Afair of Uncle Harry aml then was
) 1 B HHU | Ei] |=|“L.. :lllll|r' ."':‘uur.'.' .‘_‘.-'r.'lllan'.
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malllp B FNdan Y K LD k snieceszion that he is currenily call I
fone of the hottest men in the business,” and his @udio, Lniver-
Internationsl, is dispossd to give him a very free hand in whal
dm\_ _Eii.th|n|L.-| fechn iU Funs T .|l\.|.|:\. Lk -E||'|'||_ ||| WOFKE VEry
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8 unloreseeable in advance. In this he differs from a good direc-
nr |1h||'| GTI'HIlr:h. ].‘I |..|-.:|. who has the s :'i'.ll writien as he [
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fiit i]'ﬂﬁr'lu’ll'l paris ol ALY ENOVEG &I thie I.‘"r'llll ill:' and the end.
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S receive the impression that they will wll their fricnds about. 1 do

ol think it is zale to shool =ither frari antil the actors aml the di-
B recior are thoroughly acquainted with each other and with the
tripl. Only then, in two or three weeks, do we all know cxacily
ha ﬂnh Eu_rhq_-"]ur 1'||.|,r;||‘||'1' i'\'l ||L-| and aro salely able 1o Ell'":ll'
graph these two vital moments. An incorrect interpretation in the
e L nHIu- :|i|.'|l|li'-|: dois nod maiier much, howese r.“
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ections of evervday life—realism, in other wonls, "The
ouble with David Selemick,” ke saye, “ig that hiz pictures ar al-
ys perfect, In Rebeooa or Since You Went Away a character will
ch Blindly behind him for & cigaret box and his hand goes 1o it
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